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STATE OF MAINE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP SUBMITTED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS SUMMARY
	RFP NUMBER AND TITLE:
	202508125 – Economic Impact Analysis

	RFP ISSUED BY:
	Department of Economic & Community Development/Maine Office of Tourism

	SUBMITTED QUESTIONS DUE DATE:
	October 1, 2025

	QUESTION & ANSWER SUMMARY ISSUED:
	October 17, 2025

	PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
	November 5, 2025, no later than 11:59 pm local time.

	PROPOSALS DUE TO:
	Proposals@maine.gov


Provided below are written questions submitted and the Department’s answer.
	1
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	PART II. A, 4

Page 9
	Please confirm if the first set of reports would be issued in March and April 2027 (for annual and regional reports respectively) for the period Jan 1st, 2026, and December 31st, 2026. Consequently, the consultant will issue second (2nd) set of reports in March and April 2028 (for annual and regional reports respectively) for the period Jan 1st, 2027, and December 31st, 2027.

	
	Answer

	
	Yes, this is correct.


	2
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	PART II. A, 2 Page 8
	Who is responsible for conducting the visitor profile survey, and does it include detailed spending information by category (e.g., lodging, food, retail)?

	
	Answer

	
	There is a Visitor Profile Research RFP #202507097 posted on the state’s Procurement website. The decision will be posted on the website after the review process is complete. Visitor profile reports are available on MOTPartners.com.


	3
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	PART II. A, 2 Page 8
	Will the Department provide access to raw survey data or only aggregated summaries?

	
	Answer

	
	The Department will provide access to data that is necessary to complete the Scope of Services.


	4
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part I – Introduction, Page 5
	Regarding the previous Economic Impact Analysis, are there any parts of the previous study and report that are not required for the new study?

	
	Answer

	
	No, although we are open to suggestions from the bidder.


	5
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	PART II. A, 1 Page 8
	Are there region-specific visitor counts and/or spending estimates available for each of the eight tourism regions?

	
	Answer

	
	Annual reports on the regions are available at MOTPartners.com.


	6
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	PART II. A, 2 Page 8
	Is there a preference for using IMPLAN, RIMS II, or another model, or is the Department open to alternative approaches?

	
	Answer

	
	The Department relies upon the expertise of the bidder to determine the best model.


	7
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section A, Item 4, Page 9
	With the contract set to start on January 1, 2026, is the expectation that the report would be due March 1 of the following year (2027), or March 1, 2026? This question also applies to the 8 regional reports due annually in April.

	
	Answer

	
	Yes, the annual report for 2026 would be due March 1st of the following year, 2027. The same applies to the regional reports.


	8
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Does the Department have an anticipated budget range for the initial term of this project?

	
	Answer

	
	No, it does not. The Department is looking to the bidder to provide fair and reasonable costs for the outlined scope of services.


	9
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Will there be any additional points awarded for local or small businesses?

	
	Answer

	
	No, there will be no additional points awarded for local or small businesses. Only the points stated in the RFP will be used.


	10
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Did the Department have any recommendations for improvement from the reports produced by the previous consultant? 

	
	Answer

	
	No, the Department does not but it is open to bidder suggestions.


	11
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Is Community Engagement required as part of this engagement?

	
	Answer

	
	No, it is not.


	12
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section A. 4, page 9
	Does the Department prefer branding of report and related deliverables (e.g. vendor branded, plain paper, own branding)? 

	
	Answer

	
	The Department relies upon the discretion of the bidder for such decisions.


	13
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section A.5, page 9
	Does the Department intend to make the project deliverables available to the public?

	
	Answer

	
	Yes, it does.


	14
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section A.4, page 9
	What is the intended use of the deliverables?

	
	Answer

	
	The primary use of the deliverables is to inform the Department of Economic & Community Development/Maine Office of Tourism of the overall economic impact of the travel and tourism industry in Maine. The department uses the economic impact figures to impart our message about the value of tourism, and the industry uses them for advocacy and awareness purposes.


	15
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section A.2.a, page 8
	The RFP mentions comparing the methodology and model used to IMPLAN and RIMS II models that have historically been used. Is the Department only looking for an approach that does not use IMPLAN or RIMS II?

	
	Answer

	
	Reference is hereby made to the answer for question #6 above.


	16
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section A.2, page 8
	Will the contractor be provided with any datasets for the analysis that has already been collected, other than the State of Maine Taxable Sales Data? If so, could you please list the data?

	
	Answer

	
	Reference is hereby made to the answer for question #3.


	17
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section B.1, page 9
	Does the Department currently have subscriptions to any data sources related to tourist visitation?

	
	Answer

	
	Yes, it does.


	18
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section B.1, page 9
	Are there any real-time reporting metrics the Department is interested in?

	
	Answer

	
	Yes, the Department is interested in receiving real-time reporting metrics.


	19
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II, Section A.2, page 8
	Do you envision primary data collection that would serve as inputs to the EIA to be part of this scope of work?

	
	Answer

	
	Reference is hereby made to the answer for question #3.


	20
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	N/A
	Can the Department identify the budget (or cost range) for this study?

	
	Answer

	
	The Department looks to the bidder to provide fair and reasonable costs for the scope of services outlined.


	21
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II – Scope of Services, item 2. Data Collection, page 8
	Regarding the source of the tourism data. Is visitor data provided by the Department (e.g., the Maine Office or Tourism Research Department, Smith Travel Research, or other? 

	
	Answer

	
	Reference is hereby made to the answers for questions #2 and #3 above.


	22
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Part II – Scope of Services, item 2. Data Collection, page 8
	If the vendor must source the tourism data including visitor data, what is the cost associated with getting this data, if known?

	
	Answer

	
	If the vendor wishes to obtain data outside the scope of our existing resources, the Department will need to evaluate the price and value added and decide as to whom would/should purchase it.  


	23
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	 Appendix D P 23
	Are bidders required to submit a breakdown of costs in addition to APPENDIX D – COST PROPOSAL FORM? 

	
	Answer

	
	No


	24
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	Final Report and Presentation to the Department and Maine Tourism Industry. P 9
	Is it expected that the contractor for the economic impact analysis will work collaboratively with the contractor conducting the visitor analysis to generate reports inclusive of both economic impact and visitor study results? Or should the contractor conducting the EIA assume they will be responsible for a comprehensive report of economic impacts independent from the visitor tracking report? 

	
	Answer

	
	The contractor conducting the EIA will be responsible for a comprehensive report of economic impacts independent from the visitor tracking report.


	25
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	A Economic Impact Analysis P 8
	Will the contractor be provided with raw expenditure data from surveys from past years?

	
	Answer

	
	Reference is hereby made to the answers for questions #3 above.


	26
	RFP Section & Page Number
	Question

	
	 N/A
	Should the contractor expect to have all data from the visitor tracking study available to them (e.g., total visitors and visitor spending by tourism region, visitor origin, visitor type, etc)

	
	Answer

	
	Reference is hereby made to the answers for #3 above.
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